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The Fade Out is a series by Ed Brubaker and Sean Philips, put out by Image in February of this past year. I’m a trade paperback girl and nine
times out of ten will wait for the paperback so that I can sit down and ingest a full series instead of through monthly issues. (I'm the same way
with TV shows.) The Fade Out, Act One has been on my bookshelf for a while (after I finally got ahold of it that is, but more on that in a moment).
Now that Image is about to release Act Two, it’s a great time to play catch-up, do a recap and review the first TP. 

The story is rated mature, and I wouldn’t say that it’s too edgy for young teens but I believe much of the story would go over their heads and the
subtle bits would go unnoticed. There is a lot to be said for the subtlety and dark alluding the writers do. While there is violence and action,
there is a looming threat of violence that hangs as you read that I think makes for a much more intense read than if each panel had fists being
thrown. The pages are very lifelike because of this, in a way that I can only describe as being like reading an authentic sleuth story from the 50’s. 

Without giving away much of the plot, the story is a fantastic snapshot noir mystery where each character has a deep mysterious and dark past
that is hiding secrets that effect the drama of each scene. A beautiful starlet of the late 40’s / early 50’s is found dead, and when her old friend
goes looking into the circumstances of her death, he realizes he may be uncovering more than he was asking for. A writer tormented by his own
mind is hiding a big secret, and just like him every other character in this little Hollywood tale is a bucket of lies waiting to be spilled. The art is
beautiful and captures the noir sensation perfectly and the interaction between characters feels as though I could drift into actually watching an
old sleuth movie in my hands. 



You can
feel the

struggling filmmakers stress, doing whatever they think they can to keep the industry as top dog. You can feel the characters looking through the
page and into your soul as the story digs deeper. Every element of the storytelling, character development, art work, design and vision are
beautifully approached and executed. In my opinion, as a mystery lover, a writer, and a noir aficionado, this trade paperback should get five
stars. 



 Thank you for asking, dear reader! When The Fade Out came out, there was a lot of hype and a lot of
expectations. I believe that hype was lived up to and the expectations met, but the problem was that Image didn’t have enough supply for the
demand. The first issue sold out immediately. Just like how everybody in The Fade Out’s world wanted to rush to Hollywood to become famous,
everybody in our world wanted a copy of this comic and couldn’t get one because there simply weren’t enough. 

This week, The Fade Out - Act Two, the second trade paperback in the series will be on sale. Anticipating what happened last time, I had my copy
pre-ordered and waiting for me. Though I imagine they will be printing more, I’m not taking any chances. This is one of the best books I’ve picked
up in the past few years, and that’s a lot coming from someone such as myself who only became a comic book / graphic novel fan quite recently.

I HIGHLY recommend you pick up Act One of The Fade Out, today. You’ll be able to sit down and read it with your lunch like I did, and you’ll be
absolutely captivated. I do not recommend jumping into the series on any page but the first of issue number one, because there is so much jam-
packed into each panel that you don’t want to miss a thing

So why NJT, did you take away half a star?

—and that was all she wrote.
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